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	Global Footprint Project: Results for Ellon




	The Global Footprint Project: An Introduction


The Ellon Community Global Footprint Project forms part of a wider North East and Scotland Global Footprint Project, and the Sustaining Small Expanding Towns (SusSET) EU Interreg 111c Project. 

The Ellon Project was started in June 2006 following the May 2006 SusSET Conference which identified a lack of recognition for natural heritage resources, climate change and sustainability in the development of the SuSET project. The Ellon Community Global Footprint project was established on the basis that it would involve school and community participation to make natural heritage resources, climate change and sustainability issues relevant at the level of individual households and communities i.e. at the level of a small town.

Previous footprint global projects had focused on the national and regional levels e.g. the North East Scotland and the Scotland Global Footprint Projects.  However research across the developed world shows that personal consumption at a household level contributes on average to about 50% of each nation’s global footprint. 

To move to a more sustainable society (or towns), individual householders and families need to be able to assess their personal role in resource consumption and be supported to make decisions which reduce the loss of key resources or generate large amounts of carbon dioxide thereby contributing to climate change and the ever increasing damage this is causing to the natural ecosystems Europe depends upon for sustenance.

The global footprint tool focuses upon household consumption so it captures resource use which might occur outside the home town, country or continent e.g. buying manufactured goods from from South East Asia or air travel to America for work or family reasons.  

Questionnaires were sent to Ellon Academy and the local community and the results of these questionnaires were then analysed by the ‘Resources and Energy Analysis Programme’ (REAP) provided by SEI (York). 

The global footprint considers how much land and sea are needed to feed us and provide all the energy, water and materials we use in our everyday lives. It also calculates the emissions generated from the oil, coal and gas we burn to heat our homes, supply our electricity or support our  methods of transport, and determines how much land is required to absorb our waste. 

As mentioned before previous footprint projects have focused at a national or a regional level, which allows people to assume resource use and climate change can only be solved at a national or an international level not a the level of the household or town.   

With this information, we can judge how sustainable our lives are and what changes we need to make now and in the future to improve our quality of life, to safeguard our natural resources, allowing our town and communities to prosper in the future

The North East Scotland Global Footprint Project, between the partners Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen City Councils, and the World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) was launched in Ellon in on the 2nd February 2007. 

Work carried out by the WWF and other global footprint partners suggests a target of 1.8gha/person to live within the Earth’s natural heritage resources.    

	The Results for Ellon


The initial results from the Ellon School and community questionnaires are outlined below, it is hoped that these findings will lead to school and community environmental projects that will help to reduce the area’s footprint. 
Two rounds of questionnaires were sent out to Ellon residents. The first were distributed via Ellon Academy pupils during 2006, results from these were positive with responses from 208 households in the Ellon Academy catchment area. 

A second round of questionnaires were then distributed in 2007. This was to offer a chance for the wider Ellon community to provide feedback. These questionnaires were slightly different in that they included a section on consumer items. Feedback from the community questionnaires was disappointing with only 42 households out of the total 4,200 households responding. In addition a high proportion of respondents to this questionnaire were over 60 and retired, giving, perhaps, a less representative sample of the Ellon community.  In total 4,000 questionnaires were distributed through the Ellon Times, Ellon Community Council, Ellon Rotary Club, Ellon Biodversity Action Group, and Ellon Horticultural Association.  Copies of the questionnaires were left at the Meadows Sport Centre, Ellon Kirk Centre, Ellon Community Centre, Ythan Centre, Victoria Institute, Ellon Medical Centre and library. 

These have been compared with the Aberdeenshire average household information:

Figure 1- Aberdeenshire Baseline Results Compared with Ellon Results
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Figure 2- Breakdown of Results

	 
	Aberdeenshire Average
	Ellon

	Housing
	1.53179193
	1.65669

	Transport
	1.03884196
	0.901824

	Food
	1.16453803
	0.854242

	Consumer Items
	0.77120149
	0.783456

	Private Services
	0.40895963
	0.417347

	Public Services
	0.36992005
	0.36992

	Capital Investment
	0.23908259
	0.239083

	Other
	-0.00795209
	-0.00795

	Total
	5.51638
	5.21461


Ellon has a footprint of 5.21 global hectares per person. 

This Footprint is smaller than Aberdeenshire (5.51 gha/person) due to a reduced transport and food footprint. The school pupils families footprint (5.30 gha/person) is closer to the Scottish average of 5.31 while the results for the community questionnaires give a lower score of 5.17gha/person. Overall the figure is an average 5.21gha/person. Residents suggest that their car occupancy is double the Aberdeenshire average, leading to a lower footprint. Residents also suggest that they eat a greater proportion of locally grown organic food, also reducing the overall footprint size. 
The footprint is broken down into several areas:

Housing

This looks at domestic energy use (electricity, oil, gas etc). Results from Ellon suggest that residents use slightly more domestic energy than Aberdeenshire residents. 

Transport

This looks at car mileage and occupancy, use of public transport and the number of flights taken per household. The Ellon results suggest that public transport (this includes school buses) is used more than in Aberdeenshire as a whole and that car occupancy rates are higher. Ellon is typically a commuter town with 45.4% of the working population travelling to Aberdeen City for employment. This shows in the questionnaire analysis as residents tend to travel more than Aberdeenshire residents as a whole, however the impact of this has been reduced as residents also chose to use public transport and car share more. 

Food

The type of food consumed also affects the global footprint with high consumption of meat leading to a higher overall footprint while eating organic produce reduces the footprint. According to the Ellon results, residents have a lower food footprint. On average, total food intake is in line with the Aberdeenshire figure but Ellon residents are much more likely to buy organic produce compared with others in Aberdeenshire. 

Consumer items

This looks at how much money is spent per household on consumable items such as clothing, household appliances and recreational items. Respondents to the Ellon Academy questionnaires were not asked about consumer items so this factor has been calculated using the Community questionnaires only.

 The results suggest that Ellon residents spend on average slightly more on consumables than the average for Aberdeenshire, particularly on recreational items. This may be a reflection of the higher average earnings in the settlement (Ellon household earnings in 2006 are on average £3,792 per year higher than the equivalent for Aberdeenshire). In addition it may also reflect the demography of the survey sample which tended to be older and hence have more leisure time. 

Private services

The amount spent per year on services such as telephones/telefax and dining out.  Respondents to the Ellon school questionnaires were not asked about private services so this factor has been determined using the community questionnaire results. 

These showed that Ellon residents spent less on services such as dining out and insurance. Again this is likely to be a reflection of the higher proportion of elderly residents. 

Public services, Capital Investment and ‘Other’ factors

These have been set at an average for Aberdeenshire. 

	Overall Findings


The Global Footprint Project in Ellon has given a useful insight into the environmental situation of a typical community in the North East of Scotland. Responses from the local school were encouraging while feedback from community questionnaires was less successful. Overall it was found that Ellon had a global footprint in line with the Scottish figure and lower than the Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen City figure. In particular, Ellon residents were found to have lower footprint scores for transport and food but could improve in terms of housing and consumable expenditure. All areas should be looked at when considering effective environmental projects for the town. 

Where next? 
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Identify reasons for poor community questionnaire responses 





work on building scenarios using the REAP model to give an idea of what environmental measure can reduce the footprint the most





Circulation of Ellon Community Global Footprint results to the people of Ellon, Ellon Strategy Group and inclusion on towns website.





School and community environmental projects to reduce footprints





Community footprint project work in other towns 
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